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Dr. Karen Swaim 

William S. Hall Psychiatric Institute @ G. Werber Bryan 

Dr. Karen Swaim is a valuable employee at W.S. Hall Institute who is a champion of the children 

and works as a valuable member of the interdisciplinary teams. Dr. Swaim was appointed as the 

Chair of the Environmental Committee which she eagerly embraced to assist with developing a 

more child-friendly atmosphere in the lodges. Dr. Swaim sees the value in how the environment 

impacts the child's adjustment to the facility and has taken strides in creating a friendlier 

atmosphere. 

In addition, Dr. Swaim is actively involved in providing active treatment for the patients on the 

lodges by facilitating therapeutic treatment groups that address various issues for our patients - 

i.e., bullying and showing respect as well as providing story time for the younger patients. Dr. 

Swaim also completes psychological evaluations as requested by physicians as these evaluations 

assist with providing improved treatment for the patients. In addition, Dr. Swaim has been trained 

in ADOS (Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule) which is utilized in accurately assessing and 

diagnosing Autism Spectrum Disorders in patients at Hall Institute.   

Dr. Swaim is a START NOW trainer and aims to present the information in a way during the 

trainings that ensures participants have a clear understanding of the material presented during the 

trainings. Additionally, Dr. Swaim is a member of the Zero Suicide Initiative and she updates 

Leadership on the information obtained from her initiative meetings. Dr. Swaim distributes 

pamphlets and other information to staff to keep them apprised of the importance of the initiative 

and provides various articles with relevant information on suicide and other topics that are of 

interest in working with children. 

Lastly, Dr. Swaim is passionate about her work with children and adolescents and this passion is 

illustrated in her advocacy in creating a child-friendly environment as well as making sure that the 

patients are receiving effective care and treatment at all times. 

 


