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Mr. Joe James is the embodiment of the SCDMH mission 

statement.  Not only is he one of the longest serving staff 

members of SCDMH, but he truly believes in the 

empowerment and recovery of every patient SCDMH 

serves.  To this day, Mr. James’ staff and peers continue 

to recognize him as determined and an advocate for 

persons who are diagnosed with mental illness.  He was 

hired as a clinician in 1964 at Greenville Mental Health 

Center.  In 1977, he applied for and received the grant 

that allowed for the development of Piedmont Center for 

Mental Health Services (PCMHS), an additional mental 

health center serving the residents of Greenville County. 

   

In addition to overseeing the daily operations of running 

a mental health center, Mr. James was an integral part of 

finding and collaborating on new and innovative ways to 

serve persons who are diagnosed with serious and 

persistent mental illnesses.  In the 1980s when SCDMH was under a Deptartment of Justice decree to 

deinstitutionalize long term care in-patient clients, he worked with private citizens to construct Community 

Residential Care Facilities (CRCFs) in order to provide a less restrictive environment for 82 former Bull Street 

patients.  Mr. James was instrumental in the development and support of the first Multi-Systemic Therapy 

programs (MST) and first School-Based Services (SBS) programs in South Carolina.   

  

In the mid-90s, he supported the opening of the J. Charley McKinney House, a CRCF for deaf mentally ill patients 

previously housed at Patrick B. Harris Psychiatric Hospital due to lack of available community housing. 

Additionally, when SCDMH was court ordered to decrease the number of forensic mentally ill persons waiting 

in detention centers around the state for hospital beds, Mr. James opened two CRCF’s that totaled thirty beds in 

the Midlands and later expanded to four CRCFs for a total of 52 beds.  He increased this even further in 2016 

when he worked with a private CRCF owner to open 32 more forensic beds in the Upstate.  Mr. James has worked 

with Mental Health America of Greenville and the Upstate Housing Coalition to support over 50 independent 

living apartments for patients with mental illnesses throughout the Upstate. 

  

Mr. James is dedicated to improving the lives of persons with mental illness as well as the lives of his 

coworkers and his neighbors.  He is looking into becoming a Licensed Social Worker Supervisor in order to 

continue guiding, teaching, and inspiring future social workers.     
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