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Dr. Violeta Nistor 

Patrick B. Harris Psychiatric Hospital 

It is our pleasure to nominate Dr. Violeta Nistor for Outstanding Clinician.  Dr. Nistor is a full 

time staff psychiatrist at Patrick B. Harris Hospital in Anderson, SC.   Dr. Nistor is Board Certified 

in Psychiatry and Geriatric Psychiatry and works with inpatient acute and intermediate adult 

patients.  Her dedication, hard work and persistence is a model of service to mental health 

professionals.  She is a superior role model for all staff members including medical students, 

psychiatric residents, fellow psychiatrists, administrative and nursing staff.  

As a superior clinician, she has been instrumental in diagnosing medical conditions in mental 

health patients with complex presentations. One such patient was an unfortunate person who 

presented with history of psychosis and substance abuse.  The patient’s psychosis involved insects 

crawling on him and inside of him.  During patients admission his condition deteriorated.  The 

patient’s care transferred to Dr. Nistor when the patient was moved from acute to the intermediate 

care unit.  Dr. Nistor studied his history, physical and mental condition until it became apparent 

that the patients’ mental condition was due to problems he was having with the onset and 

progression of Bulbar ALS (Anterior Lateral Sclerosis).  The patient’s condition deteriorated  

gradually and steadily, involving multiple complications to patients care, including family 

interference with placement, percutaneous feeding tube, adjustment disorder, do not resuscitate 

decisions, health care power of attorney, multiple medical hospital admissions, anxiety associated 

with disease progression, nursing home funding, nursing home placement,  Medicare issues and 

nursing care policies. Dr. Nistor was supportive to staff, patient and the patient’s family through 

his death and mourning period. Her concern and caring for this unfortunate person is exemplary.  

Dr. Nistor gives of herself and her resources to the staff and patients of our hospital.  When a 

difficult patient presents her response is give this case to me because we need to help this person.  

When a difficult situation arises, she is the first to volunteer.  She is a dedicated physician and 

problem solver.  She is instrumental in identifying areas of improvement and working on ways to 

find solutions.  

All of the staff at Harris Hospital are better personally and professionally because of working with 

this dedicated and caring clinician.  Therefore, we recommend that Dr. Violeta Nistor receive the 

honor of the Hassenplug Award. 


