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Samantha Horsley, Ph.D., ABPP, began her career with SCDMH in 2010 and has been a 
foundational component of the Forensic Evaluation Service since that time. In 2015, Dr. Horsley 
successfully obtained her forensic psychology board certification after completing a highly 
strenuous oral and written evaluation/testing process. Over the course of the past year, Dr. Horsley 
has continued to excel in her role as a psychologist/forensic evaluator in addition to engaging in a 
number of additional clinical activities that support the system of care for the seriously mentally 
ill. She supervised the Forensic Evaluation Service’s inaugural class of forensic psychology 
postdoctoral fellows on the forensic evaluation rotation and volunteered to complete several 
atypical evaluations for the Forensic Evaluation Service, including expedited competency to stand 
trial, criminal responsibility, and capacity to conform evaluations at the request of a judge. The 
expedited evaluations involved a high profile case and an extremely narrow window to complete 
this monumental task; as a result of her efforts, the Forensic Evaluation Service was able to 
demonstrate its high level of competence and efficiency to one of its most important stakeholders, 
the court-appointed forensic monitor. In addition, within the past year, Dr. Horsley has been 
actively involved in helping educate the staff at William S. Hall Psychiatric Institute Child and 
Adolescent Facility at Bryan, the Department of Juvenile Justice, and Protection and Advocacy 
for People with Disabilities, Inc. about issues related to juvenile competency to stand trial and 
competency restoration. She also provided education on these topics to public defenders from 
Richland County.   
 
Dr. Horsley also served on a committee that revised the reading list for candidates seeking board 
certification in forensic psychology through the American Board of Forensic Psychology 
(American Board of Professional Psychology). In October 2019, she became a member of the 
Examination Faculty (which comprises only 10-12 individuals selected from across the country) 
for the American Board of Forensic Psychology, which conducts practice sample reviews and oral 
examinations of candidates seeking board certification.  She additionally has volunteered to serve 
as a formal mentor for individuals seeking forensic board certification around the country.  
Similarly, she has served as a faculty member for the USC School of Medicine’s forensic 



psychiatry fellowship, wherein she provided training and didactics for the Program’s forensic 
psychiatric fellows.      
 

In addition to the professional accomplishments and accolades noted above, Dr. Horsley interacts 
with all of her evaluees, colleagues, and stakeholders with the utmost care, compassion, and 
professionalism and ensures that the highest quality services are being provided. She organizes 
and initiates team building events to help support the self-care needs of her colleagues, who can 
then maintain their high level of quality service provision to those we serve. Dr. Horsley has 
continuously engaged in community advocacy and fundraising activities, such as those 
supporting victims of domestic violence and sexual assault.  Over the last year, Dr. Horsley 
received a diagnosis of and underwent treatment for cancer, all the while remaining engaged in 
her service provision for others, reaching new heights in her field, and turning her own personal 
experience of adversity into an opportunity to care more for others. As she has completed her 
own medical treatments and received a cancer-free status, she has engaged in community and 
fundraising events to support others battling cancer. The South Carolina Department of Mental 
Health is fortunate to have someone like Dr. Horsley working with those we serve. She is an 
inspiration to us all.   


