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• DMH has over one hundred billboards across South Carolina advertising the Mobile Crisis Program.
• Ms. Blalock presented the CMHS Trends and Transparency Monthly Indicators (TMI) spreadsheets, copies of

which had been provided to the Commission. She noted that I 5 of the 16 centers met their patient care hours in
November.

• Ms. Blalock announced that Ms. Allison Farrell was selected to be the Executive Director of the Columbia Area
Mental Health Center (CAMHC) effective January 4, 202 I. Ms. Blalock expressed appreciation to Ms.
Genevieve LaRose for her good work as the Interim CAMHC Director.

• Interviews will be held next week for the Director of Office of Emergency Services. Ms. Blalock noted the
Depai1ment interfaces with law enforcement and invites the S.C. Law Enforcement Assistance Program to
participate in the interview process.

• Ms. Blalock praised the centers for their efforts in continuing to provide services to the patients despite all of the
challenges that are being presented because of the pandemic. She stated the staff are fluid, flexible, and fast.

• Mental health staff members made sure patients had a joyful holiday in December. The mental health centers
provided thousands of gifts and gift baskets of food to the patients across the state. This is done through staff
donations, community donations, and community agencies.

• The mental health centers are transitioning back to telephonic and telehealth services until the surge in positive
COVID cases subsides.

• Ms. Blalock announced the following grant opportunities:
o DMH was awarded a grant to fund a staff position that will work more closely with DJJ and provide

services to DJJ kids.
o Jennifer Butler, Executive Director, Suicide Prevention, is writing a grant for funding support with 988.
o Beckman Mental Health Center and Spartanburg Mental Health Center are writing a grant for funding to

help them prepare to become a ce11ified community behavioral health center.
o Dr. Margaret Meriwether, Director, School Mental Health Programs, is working with the Department of

Education to receive funds to support school mental health.

Vice Chairman Levy said that it is important to recognize the employees who step up to ensure the patients' 
services are provided when other staff members are out sick. He said it would be nice to see a list of employees who 
have stepped up and gone above and beyond their normal responsibilities to provide care for the patients during the 
pandemic. Ms. Blalock will follow up. 

Vice Chairman Levy recognized Chaplain Loffredo. Chaplain Loffredo thanked Central Administration for the gifts 
provided to the children at William S. Hall during the holiday season. He reported each child received seven gifts. 

Division of Inpatient Services (DIS) 
Dr. Bellamy presented the Division of Inpatient Services report, copies of which had been provided to the Commission. 
Below are highlights from her repo11: 

• Each month DIS highlights staff members who go above and beyond the call of duty and who have stepped up
despite the tight scheduling and staffing shortage to provide care to the patients during the pandemic. DIS
continues to meet regulatory requirements.

• The licensing of Veterans Village in Florence is complete and admissions are expected to begin next week.
• Palmetto Patriots Home in Gaffney opened with a ribbon cutting on December 10, 2021. Licensure completion

is expected by mid-January 2022 and projected admissions in February 2022.
• Still awaiting Joint Commission return visit to Bryan Psychiatric Hospital.
• Conditions in South Carolina are worsening in regards to the Omicron variant. DIS is making the necessary

ad'ustments to accommodate atients who test ositive and to miti ate the risks of ra id s read.
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• The November 2021 overall average daily census (ADC) represents a numerical decrease of 343 or 27% as
compared to the overall ADC for February 2020. The data indicates that the overall ADC continues to trend
downward.

• As of today, the Forensic Ready for Admission Waitlist is 87. Admissions are currently on hold partly due to
positive COVID test results during pre-admission testing.

Dr. Rogers said DIS is down a significant number of beds because of the pandemic. Implications are, especially 
considering the increase in the number of positive COVID cases, the number of beds may drop more. He said that one 
thing that DIS has done to survive is that some administrative staff have begun doing a lot offrontline work on the units. 
Many of the front! ine staff are working 16-hour days. There is great concern for staff burnout. 

Vice Chairman Levy recognized Ms. Blalock. She announced that Michele Murff, Director ofDMH Housing and 
Homeless Services, was given the Lifetime of Service Award by the Midlands Area Consortium for the Homeless, a 
nonprofit organization that advocates for funding to address homelessness and provide a community solution to 
homelessness. 

OTHER BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Request for Approval of Endorsement of S.C. Counseling Association Counseling Compact in South Carolina 
Vice Chairman Levy recognized Ms. Chandler Cox, President Elect, South Carolina Counseling Association (SCCA). 
Ms. Cox provided information to the Commissioners on the Counseling Compact in South Carolina at last 
month's Commission meeting. The SCCA has potential sponsors and hope to introduce the compact when the 
legislative session begins in January 2022. 

Following discussion, by motion duly made and seconded, the Commission approved the support of the SCCA 's 
Counseling Compact process. 

All voted in favor to the above motion; the motion carried. 

There were no public comments. 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 11 :30 a.m., by motion duly made and seconded, the Commission adjourned the Business Meeting. 
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